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Field Studies Course  

ÅSummer 2005  

ÅThree -week 
intensive field 
experience  

ÅUtah, Nevada, 
California  



Field Work  
ÅIntensive field work 7 days a week  

Å8 hours a day in the field  

ÅMapping, measuring strat columns, constructing 
cross-sections, using a compass 



Ginaõs Visual Impairment 
ÅAtypical Clumped Pigmentary Retinal 

Degeneration  
ðLike retinitis pigmentosa  

ðVery rare condition  
ÅLess than 100 people worldwide  

ÅSymptoms 
ðMissing spots (centrally)  

ðShimmering (constant movement)  

ÅMitchell  
ðLeader Dogs for the Blind  

ðWith Gina for approximately 1 year  



Why have a Sighted Guide?  

ÅVery foreign 
environment  

 
ðSafety first!  

 

ðSome things 
the dog canõt 
do 



Why have a Sighted Guide  

ÅFull and 
complete 
descriptions of 
geology and 
environment  

 
ðImportant to 

know geology 

 



Classroom Methods  

ÅPresentations  
ðLaptop for close -up views 
ðEnlarged copies of slides before class  

 

ÅClarity Desktop ð large screen monitor  
ðViewing samples and thin sections  

 

ÅIndividual Assistance  
ðOne-on-one work with instructor  
ðStudent to take notes  

 

ÅEnlargements and magnification  



Field Methods  

ÅEnlarged maps and diagrams 
ÅTablet PC / Handheld PDA  
ÅPhotography 
ÅDrawn illustrations  
ÅHigh powered hand -lens / Binocular 

glasses 
ÅVerbal descriptions / Geologic hand -waving 
ÅSoftware for readings  



Enlarged Maps and Diagrams 

ÅAll maps and diagrams enlarged 200%  
 

ÅLarge mylar overlays for mapping  
 

ÅGuide as scribe  


